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The Political Reform Act does not prohibit a lobbyist or lobbying firm from making a 
contribution to a candidate’s committee for federal office.  (Lobbying Manual, Ch. 7.7, See, also 
FPPC Advice Letter to Medina, A-05-150).  Note that contribution limits apply to such 
contributions under federal law.   
 
If a business entity, including a lobbying firm, is owned, in whole or in part, by a lobbyist and 
the lobbyist participates in the decision to make the contribution, the entity may not contribute to 
an elected state official or candidate. Otherwise, lobbying firms may make campaign 
contributions. 
 
A campaign committee may not make a contribution to an elected state official or candidate if 
the contribution is comprised of the personal assets of a lobbyist, in whole or in part, and the 
lobbyist participates in the decision to make the contribution.  
 
A lobbyist is not prohibited from advising his or her clients or employer regarding making a 
contribution.  
 
Lobbyists and lobbying firms are prohibited from hosting fundraising events at their home or 
office for an official or candidate whose office the lobbyist or lobbying firm is registered to 
lobby. In addition, a lobbying firm owned by a registered lobbyist may not rent its firm’s offices 
as a fundraising venue (1) to an officeholder or candidate the firm is registered to lobby or (2) to 
one of its clients (a lobbyist employer) to benefit an officeholder or candidate the firm is 
registered to lobby. (Section 82015(f) and Regulation 18215(b)(4) and (5).)  
 
A lobbying firm may host a meeting that is not a fundraising event in its office for the benefit of 
an officeholder or candidate for an office the lobbying firm is registered to lobby if the total cost 
of the meeting is $500 or less, exclusive of the value of the office as a venue. 


